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Confirmation Class of 2009 
 

Temple Sholom in Broomall proudly presents our Confirmation 
Class of 2009 and extends our heartfelt congratulations to the 
students and their families: 

 
Confirmands  Parents  
 
Molly Broscoe Joe and Rachel Broscoe 
Marni Conboy John and Ruth Conboy  
Jessica Cooper Glenn and Cindi Cooper 
Jessica DiFuria Elisa DiFuria and Steve DiFuria 
Kelly Fomalont Alex and Katherine Fomalont 
Jessica Greene Charles and Tina Greene 
Elyssa Hays Ron and Nancy Hays 
Anna Haywood Micah and Wendy Haywood 
Carly Husick Lawrence and Margaret Husick 
Jessica Lipkin Drew and Caren Lipkin 
Emily Mark  Jerry and Barbara Mark 
Jaimie Rosenberg David and Margie Rosenberg 
Justin Rowling Michael and Lori Rowling 
Rachel Rubinstein  Scott and Jan Rubinstein 
Janna Silverberg Daniel and Michele Silverberg 
Sarah Williamson  Otis and Kate Williamson 
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Blood Drive 
Give the Gift of Life! 

 

On May 17, 2009 Temple Sholom is  
sponsoring an American Red Cross Blood  

Drive in the Temple Annex.    
If you are interested in donating blood, please call the 

office 610 -356-5165.    

We will call you back to schedule a donation time that 
is agreeable with you.  

Annual  
Congregational  

Meeting 
Thursday, May 21st  

at 7:00 PM 
 

All Members are  
encouraged to attend.   

Votes will be taken for the new Board of  
Trustees  

and the 2009  - 2010 Budget*. 
 

*Town Meetings to discuss  
the budget: 

May 3 at 10:00 AM 
May 6 at 7:00 PM 

 

News Flash 
 

Beginning in July, Family Services will be  moving to the 
Second (2nd) Friday of each month.  Rabbi Rigler will be 
leading our Family Shabbat  Celebration for both July and  
?sesqr,  Afcai msr  lcvr kmlrf¬q Tidings for details. 
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During the month 
of May we 
celebrate 
Shavuot ,  
commemorating 
both the giving of 

the Torah at Mount 
Sinai and the 

dedication of the first fruits of summer in 
the Land of Israel during Biblical times. 
This year we will be celebrating Shavuot at 
Temple Sholom with two special services. 
On Friday night, May 29, our adult Bat 
Mitzvah students will be conducting 
Shabbat Services and will be called to the 
Torah. The previous evening , Thursday 
May 28, we will hold our Confirmation 
Service. This yearôs Confirmation Class 
has been concerned with environmental 
issues and has chosen ñgreening ñ as a 
theme. They will be bringing offerings of 
the seven species described in the Torah 
as being particular to the Land of Israel: 
wheat, barley, dates, figs, pomegranates, 
grapes and olives.   It is especially 
appropriate to celebrate natureôs bounty as 
she begins to show us so many of her 
Spring glories. Everywhere we turn, we find 
beautiful flowers, delicious ripe berries and 
beautiful vistas. Soon many of us will be 
fortunate enough to have a bit more time to 
spend outdoors, whether camping and 
hiking, or simply relaxing by the water. 
 
As we look toward summer it occurs to me 
that sometimes in the process of taking a 
vacation from the harsh weather and busy 
schedules of winter, we also take a 
vacation from much of our Jewish life. 
Hebrew school has adjourned, and we 
keep a more relaxed schedule. After 
Shavuot there arenôt even festivals to 
celebrate until September! 
 
In order to help us connect our Judaism 
with our enjoyment of Godôs spring and 

summer bounty, Iôd like to share some 
sources from our tradition. 
 
First there is what I like to refer to as the 
hiking prayer ever since I seemed to feel 
my bones and muscles humming as I 
climbed a volcanic crater on the island of 
Maui. It is part of Nishmat Kol Chai which 
we recite every Shabbat as part of the 
morning service and goes like this: 
 
All my limbs shall say: ñLord, who is like 
You?ò And David sang: ñBless the Lord, O 
my soul, and let all that is within me bless 
His holy name!ò 
 
Another of my favorite prayers was written 
by the eighteenth century Hasidic master, 
Nahman of Bratzlav: 
 
God, grant me the ability to be alone; 
May it be my custom to go outdoors each 

day 
Among the trees and grass, 
Among all growing things, 
And there may I be alone, 
and enter into prayer, 
to talk with the One to whom I belong. 
May I express there everything in my heart, 
and may all the foliage of the field 
(all grasses, trees and plants) 
may they all awake at my coming, 
to send the power of their life 
into the words of my prayer 
so that my prayer and speech 
are made whole 
through the life and spirit of all growing 

things, 
which are made as one 
by their transcendent 
Source. 
 
 I hope that these prayers may help 
enhance your enjoyment of the natural 
world during the coming months. 
 

RS 

 

Rabbi Reena M. Spicehandler, MAHL 
Cantor Patrice Kaplan, MM 
Rabbi Emeritus Mayer Selekman, MHL,   
 MAHL, DD  
Ned R. Kripke, Executive Director 
Lori Green, Education Director 
Rachel Thomas, Interim Preschool Director 
 

Temple Sholom Executive Board 
Barbara Mark, President 
Michael Samuels, Executive VP 
Michael Danowitz, VP Religious School & 

Youth 
David Berkowitz, VP Development 
Carl Miller, Financial Secretary  
Jim Meyer, Secretary 
Auxiliary Representatives 
Mitch Wolfson, Brotherhood 
The Sisterhood Board, Sisterhood 
Cindy Meyer, Hilltoppers 
Josh Bomze, ToaSTY Advisor 
 

Snow Emergency - KYW School Closing #510 
Temple Sholom is a NON-SMOKING facility 
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               610 -356 -6713 Fax  

610 -886 -2065 Education Office  
 

WWW .TEMPLE -SHOLOM .ORG  
 

tidings@temple -sholom.org  

Temple Tidings Publication Guidelines 
 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE 2009 
ISSUE: May 5, 2009 

 

The Temple Tidings is published monthly.  Material  
submitted for publication may be edited for style,  

length and content.   
Anonymous submissions will not be printed. 

 

Please make submissions by EMAIL if possible.  A  
confirmation message will be sent on receipt of your email. 

The alternative is to bring or mail submissions to the 
Temple TYPEWRITTEN or CLEARLY PRINTED. 
Questions?  Call Elyse Endy, Editor 610-296-4096 

tidings@temple-sholom.org 

Advertising in the Temple Tidings 
 

ADVERTISING CONTRACTS ARE ARRANGED AND 
PAID IN ADVANCE OF PUBLICATION THROUGH THE 
TEMPLE OFFICE.  CALL Elyse AT 610-356-5165 OR 
EMAIL tidings@TEMPLE-SHOLOM.ORG. 

From the Desk of  
Rabbi Reena M. Spicehandler 

Adult Torah Study 2009 
 

Class will meet on Thursday, May 7th at 7:30 PM in the Library.  Class this month 

will be taught by Cantor Patty and is open to all Temple members. 
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Worship Schedule for  
May 2009 

 
 1 5:45 PM Preschool Shabbat 
  6:15 PM Potluck dinner 
  7:30 PM  Family Evening Shabbat Service 
    led by Bet Class 
    Oneg Shabbat sponsored by the parents of 
    the Bet Class in honor of their children 
    Wendy Deutsch and Bryan Kime sponsor the 
    Oneg in honor of their daughter, Meecahôs 
    baby naming 
 3 9:30 AM Minyan 
 8 8:00 PM ToaSTY Shabbat Service 
    Sean Murphy & Betsy Datner and Harvey & 
    Deidre Shapiro sponsor the Oneg in honor of  
    the Bônai Mitzvah of their children, 
    Lila Murphy and Zachary Shapiro  
  9 10:45 AM Bônai Mitzvah of Lila Murphy and Zachary 
    Shapiro  

 10  9:30 AM Minyan  
 15   8:00 PM Sisterhood Shabbat Service 
     Oneg sponsored by the Sisterhood and Ryan 

   & Laurie Dennis in honor of the Bar Mitzvah 
   of their  son, Leith 

 16 10:45 AM Bar Mitzvah of Leith Dennis 
  22  8:00 PM Evening Shabbat Service 
  28  7:30 PM Confirmation Service 
  29  8:00 PM Evening Shabbat Service 
     Adult Bônot Mitzvah of Elisa DiFuria, Caryn 
    Gourley, Julie Low, Lisa Pottger and Linda 
    Tarash 

     The DiFuria, Gourley, Low, Pottiger & Tarash 
    families sponsor the Oneg in honor of their 
    Bônot Mitzvah   
 Jeff & Dana Berstein sponsor the Oneg in   
  honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Lucas 

  30 10:45 AM Bar Mitzvah of Lucas Berstein 

Kol Sholom Choir once again 
showed its tremendous enthusiasm 
and talent when the group sang at 
the Temple Sholom Barnes & Noble 
Book Fair on Thursday night, April 
2.  This year we have our most 
balanced group yet of boys and 
girls, and they combine their voices 
beautifully in unison and harmony.  
We rehearse every Sunday morning 

between the Religious School sessions and sing for 
every Shabbat Family Service. 
 
Because our kids are so busy with all sorts of activities, 
we rarely get all of our singers together for 
performances.  Kol Sholom singers in this photo are: 
Back Row from left:  Kerra and Brad Henkin, Sophie 

Bala, Noah Mendell, Second Row from left:  Julianna 
Isaacson, Lainey Nordone, Cassie Rosin, Front Row 
from left:  David Massey, Peri Leavitt, Elena Rosin, 
Chase Mendell, and Matthew Segal. 
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Office News 
 
Cheryl Barish Erlick, Program 
Director at Temple Sholom, 
resigned from her position in 
March. Cheryl, her husband 
Nelson, a novelist, her children 
Rayna and Melissa, and her 
parents and in-laws, have 
been members of Temple 
Sholom for many years. She 
joined the Temple Sholom staff as Office 
Manager in 1997 and was appointed Program 
Director in 2007. Cherylôs commitment and 
dedication have greatly enriched Temple Sholom. 
She has worked on a number of our fundraising 
campaigns, organized our High Holy Day 
services, helped to build membership and 
fostered volunteer efforts. She helped countless 
congregants through their B'nai Mitzvah 
experiences and other lifecycle events. She was 
often the first friendly face at Temple Sholom for 
new members. Most recently, Cheryl brought a 
variety of successful programs to Temple 
Sholom, which have been enjoyed by many of our 
congregants. These include working with our 
Jewish Life and Learning Committee on Synaplex 
events, as well as helping the Membership 
Committee. A long-time teacher in our Religious 
School, Cheryl will continue to educate our 
children. We thank Cheryl for her many 
accomplishments at Temple Sholom and wish her 
success in all of her future professional 
endeavors.  
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The Lobby Café 
 
Well, Iôd like to thank everyone who has helped so far. These 
people have volunteered to work the café and /or donated 
food. This covers January - April 1, 2009.  Without their time and 
donations we would not have been able to have our very successful 
and popular Sunday Café.  
 
Faye Blazer, Jackie Blumberg, Robin Briggs, Jessica Charmont, Mike 
Danowitz, Laurie Dennis, Sharon Erlich, Melanie Finister, Matt and 
Shelby Frankel, Robin Henkin, Alison Holt-Kalish, Michael and Claudia 
Kane, Lisa Lacianca, Emily and Dave Mendell, Laura Nachman, Amy 
Pasnak, Molly Plotkin, Steve Querido, Merraine Rein, Jeff and Lon 
Rosenblum, Aimee Rubin, Robert and Jennifer Saionz, Melissa 
Shusterman, Kat and Jeffrey Springer, Ellen Sweetman, and Rachel 
Thomas 
 
Donations from the Sunday and Monday Café benefit Tzedakah and 
the Religious School.   If we have inadvertently left anyone out we 
sincerely apologize.   
 
Linda Cantor & Mary Ann Gould, Café Coordinators  

 

Greetings From the Board 
With the return of warmer weather comes summerôs promise 
of new flowers, new plantsé and a new rabbi! As a  
Board member, I think that this is a good time for us as a 
congregation to begin preparing the groundwork to help our 
new leader to take root and grow along with us. We have 
very fertile soil here, and I feel that an experienced head 
gardener will help this community blossom with new energy 
and ideas. 
 
Itôs not going to be an easy growing season. The economic 
storms have dampened some spirits and encouraged many 
others to take shelter, but they should yield fresh growth 
when they finally pass. Meanwhile, we continue tending our 
fields: We are interviewing candidates for the new director of 
the Preschool; we are looking forward to the upcoming 
Confirmation of our older students; the Board has agreed 
that it would be inappropriate to have political candidates or 
elected officials on the bimah for Shabbat or other holidays; 
and we would like to have you all join us at the May 21st 
congregational meeting, where you may vote for the new 
crop of nominees we are cultivating for the Board. 
  
As a current first-time Board member myself, it has been my 
privilege to work with a creative community of  concerned, 
thoughtful individuals. They display many differing 
approaches to weeding through ideas and staking up 

possibilities, but all are working for our common good and 
strive to never lose track of that goal. 
 
This is the time of year we welcome Shavuot. Shavuot was 
originally a festival of the first harvest of the summer. It has 
grown to be a celebration of when Moses was given the 
Torah on Mount Sinai, but it still retains much of the 
agricultural symbolism. It seems appropriate that we are 
electing new Board members, our personal interpreters of 
this synagogueôs bylaws, in the same month that we are 
celebrating the anniversary of the time when we were given 
the laws in which our religion is rooted.  
 
We will soon be celebrating the fruits of the labors of our 
Rabbi Search Committee. Rabbi Rigler will find a diverse 
field of annuals and perennials, with many new crops as well 
as the well-established staples. We are far from a religious 
monoculture. We lean in all directions and have blown in 
from all over the world. As a congregation letôs try to seek 
nourishment from our rich, varied soils and look forward to 
the guidance of our new gardener. We should bring in new 
friends to share in the harvest, and spread the bounty of a 
fruitful new season. 
 
Bôshalom, and happy gardening! 
Lisa Learner-Wagner 
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We invite the women of the congregation to join 
the Women's Spirituality Group on Wednesday, 
May 27th at 7:30 PM in the Multipurpose Room.  
Rabbi Spicehandler will lead the group's 
discussion on the topic of Women's Prayers.  It 
should be a very interesting and stimulating 
evening.  We look forward to seeing you. 


